
Good afternoon/morning.  It’s good to be back with you!  My whole 
family went to the Black Hills of South Dakota for a week vacation 
together in the Hills, and then Joann and I took our youngest 
grandson, Arlo, to Wyoming to spend another week with our youngest 
daughter.  I was hoping Father Russ would have the projector and 
screen set up so I could share all our pictures with you. 
 
Vacations are somewhat important.  They give us a break from our 
everyday tasks, be that work at our jobs, sitting in classrooms trying 
to learn something new, and even our daily routines at home.  All 
good and necessary deeds to help us to keep moving forward with 
our lives.   
 
Some vacations can even be “working” vacations, like mine usually 
are.  We take our time off to not only relax, but to do something for 
others - fixing, repairing, or maybe just being available for the good of 
another. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus did just that with his “working” crew.  He sent 
out to all the towns around the region he intended to visit a crew of 
72 laborers.  These 72 disciples had taken a vacation from their 
“normal” lives, their daily routines, to listen to and learn something 
from one who seemed to have all the right answers, who seemed to 
be more closely attuned to the will of God.  Their “working” vacation 
would be one of sharing the spirit of Jesus, both in WORD and DEED, 
so the towns people could ready themselves for his arrival. 
 
Jesus knew this was not going to be an easy task, and maybe not 
much of a vacation for them, as he let them know, “I am sending you 
like lambs among wolves.”  Yet they went anyway, and returned 
“REJOICING.”  For myself, I can’t hardly think of ANY vacation I’ve 
been on, either as a child or adult, where I returned home 
REFRESHED, ready to jump back into a daily routine, we’re usually 
worn out.  But I do remember REJOICING, being HAPPY to be back 
home, telling friends what a great time I had, just like the 72 as they 



announced, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your 
name.”  Oh, what a joyful vacation it is when you take along the spirit 
of Jesus in your heart. 
 
“Preparing the way of the Lord” couldn’t have been an easy thing to 
do.  We hear throughout the gospels how hard it was for the people 
to understand Jesus, who he said he is and his power over demons.  
It must have been even harder for the 72 as most folks would 
probably see them as just regular, ordinary people, like themselves.  
The 72 probably received a lot of grief as they spoke to the towns’ 
peoples.  Remember, even those in his hometown tried to push Jesus 
off a cliff. 
 
You would think that after 2000 years, through satellite 
communications, worldwide television connections, and social media, 
it would be easy to spread the GOOD NEWS of Jesus, but it’s not.  It’s 
as hard today as it was back then.  Trolls, screamers, folks who 
themselves don’t want to hear anything good also don’t want anyone 
else to hear anything good.  They shout and try to drown out 
whatever they feel doesn’t fit in their agenda.  Yet, for those who 
persevere thru the onslaught of vicious speech know, as the 72 heard 
from Jesus, “I have given you the power to ‘tread on serpents’ and 
scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy, and nothing will harm 
you.”   
 
With the truth and grace given to us as heirs to the Kingdom with 
Jesus, and with strength and courage from the Holy Spirit, like the 72, 
we are emboldened to carry on the mission of Jesus Christ of 
enlightening the world with his love and generosity, regardless the 
challenges.  In the end may we too rejoice with the 72, “because 
(OUR) names are written in heaven.” 


